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https://www.parkview.com/


Sponsored by Amy Thomas, MD

260-432-4400  |  HerAdvantage.com

COMPASSIONATE, COMPREHENSIVE CARE 

THROUGH EVERY STAGE.

https://www.heradvantage.com/


https://www.lfg.com/public/individual


3riversfcu.org    |    800.825.3641

3Rivers is proud to call our thriving arts community 
“home.” We’re inspired by the dreamers, the makers, 
the performers, and the leaders that put Fort Wayne 
on the map and make our city such a special place 
to live, work, and play. We’re as committed to giving 

back to our community as we are to helping our 
members achieve their financial goals. 

We go BEYOND banking. 
We invest in what matters to you. 

Find out how at 3riversfcu.org/community

Federally insured by the NCUA.

We’re PROUD 
to support the 
Fort Wayne Ballet.

https://www.3riversfcu.org/


https://wdmfactorystore.com/


https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html
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22 & 23  OCTOBER  2021
ARTS UNITED CENTER

303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE

A ghostly tale of unrequited love between social classes  
and revenge from beyond the grave — will the spirits of  

the underworld succeed in dancing Duke Albrecht to death? 
Will Giselle be able to save her true love? 

The stunningly skilled athletes of Fort Wayne Ballet  
bring the beauty and heartbreak of Giselle to life . . . 

TICKETS:  ARTSTIX.ORG   |   260.422.4226
SEATS STARTING AT $35

fortwayneballet.org
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Karen Gibbons-Brown
Artistic Director
fortwayneballet.org

A diversion for the times . . . 
 A diversion:  a detour, a redirect, a distraction — or an amusement, a delight, a relief. 
Given these past, (very) long months of upheaval and unrest, we believe a little diversion 
is good for the spirit. To that, we bring you a chance to relax, redirect your thoughts, and 
delight in this opening performance of Fort Wayne Ballet’s 65th Season!

Like most arts organizations, we are rebounding from the past 18 months, and this evening 
our Diversions 21 performance is the perfect introduction to a fresh, bright, new season 
of delightful dances. We offer you a mingling of dances both classical and contemporary. 
Relax and enjoy this real-time performance!

Approaching Halloween, we hope you’ll be back sooner than usual as our professional 
company will present Giselle — a dark and moody tale of unrequited love and the 
revenge of the underworld!  Don’t miss this ghostly tale on the Auer Center’s Main Stage, 
October 22 and 23 at 7 PM each evening. For those who prefer something a bit lighter, 
we’re featuring The Wizard of Oz on Saturday, October 16.  

We round out our Fall Season with everyone’s favorite holiday classic and Fort Wayne 
Ballet’s original performances of The Nutcracker. Production has already begun, and 
we’re excited to share this beautiful story with you and be part of your family’s traditions. 
Performances run December 3-12. Watch for details!

Our Spring Season will begin ahead of the calendar with a sumptuous treat for Valentine’s 
Day with performances of Love Notes, the much-anticipated The Sleeping Beauty in 
April, and so much more. Check out our website and social media for details to come.
 
Finally, a note of gratitude to every one of our patrons, parents, dancers, and instructors. 
We’re in challenging times, but together, we are making a notably positive difference 
through dance. Collectively, we will continue to engage and empower others to know the 
importance of the arts. Thank you for joining us on this journey! 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS:
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and FORT WAYNE BALLET YOUTH COMPANY 
present

Dorothy, and Toto, too, are joined by three unlikely heroes on 
a whirlwind adventure to see the Wizard but must battle the 

Wicked Witch in order to return home. Follow their quest down 
the Yellow Brick Road and enjoy the timeless magic of Oz!

SAT. OCT. 16  •  10 AM and 12 NOON
University of St. Francis North Auditorium

All Tickets $15  •  ArtsTix.org
*Performance time is about 35 minutes,  

easy and ideal for all ages!

fortwayneballet.org

https://www.sweetwater.com/
https://fortwayneballet.org/performances/family-series/
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https://www.lakecitybank.com/
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fresh breads, baked goods & gourmet deli

T: 260.247.7220   •   Fax Orders: 260.247.7219   •   pembrokebakeryandcafe.wordpress.com
Located in the Auer Center for Arts & Culture at 300 E Main Street, downtown Fort Wayne

Stop in & see for yourself!  M - F:  8 AM to 5:30 PM & Sat:   8 AM to 2 PM
5867 Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46815   •   Toll Free: 800-348-1015   •   260-483-2956

youngsgreenhouse.com

Established in 1873 & still 
family owned & operated! 
The area’s oldest (and most 
charming) full service florist, 
greenhouse & garden shop! 

https://pembrokebakeryandcafe.com/about/
https://www.youngsgreenhouse.com/
https://fwdc.org/


MARKET PREVIEW:  NIGHT OF LIGHTS, NOVEMBER 24 from 5 PM - 9 PM
DECEMBER 3, 4, 10, 11 from 4 PM - 10 PM   •   DECEMBER 5 and 12 from  Noon - 5 PM

ARTS UNITED CENTER PLAZA  •  303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE

https://kriskringlefw.com/
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LEGAL NOTICE:  Recording or photography of this performance is prohibited by artistic 
licensing restrictions. For the courtesy and enjoyment of fellow audience members,  

please remember to turn off all electronic devices.

FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

	 Staging & Choreography 	 Karen Gibbons-Brown
		  Cynthia Pratt
		  Tracy Tritz

	 Costume Design & Execution 	 Nan Possemato
		  Duncan Smith

	 Lighting Director 	 Jeremy Springer

	 Production Managers 	 Christina Brinker
		  Luke Holliger

Amanda Kinneman – Chair
Dr. Judy Zacher – Vice Chair
Stacey Strack – Treasurer
Susan Wojewuczki – Secretary
Megan Bennett
Traci Bohdan
Joni Dick

Kristin Giant
Anne Karr
Carol LaBov
Kristine Logan Gieschen
David Lupke
Melisa McCann
Dave McComb

Dr. Michael Mirro
Dr. David Mohan
Alfredo Perez
Morrie Sanderson
Marlon Wardlow
Brandon Wolf
Bruce Wright

FORT WAYNE BALLET BOARD OF TRUSTEES

30 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER 2021   |   PARKVIEW PHYSICIANS GROUP ARTSLAB
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Moonlight Sonata
	 Choreography 	 Tracy Tritz
	 Music 	 Ludwig van Beethoven
	 Costumes	 Nan Possemato

Evening
Saki Mormoto 

Talbot Rue 
Thomas Caleb Roberts

Midnight
Amber Bailey

David Claypoole

Just Before Dawn
Rachel Aron, Samantha Berry, Avalou Burns, Amanda Eve Carrick,  
Tatum Farlow, Brittany Focht, Jessica Humphrey, Babette Hunter,  

Saki Morimoto, Lindsay Navarre, Maddie Opacinch, Thomas Caleb Roberts,
Talbot Rue, Ashleigh Sewell, Graeham Toomey, Abby Zinsser

* * *

Grand Pas Classique
	 Choreography after  	 Viktor Gsorsky
	 Staged by	 Karen Gibbons-Brown
	 Music 	 Daniel-Francois Auber
	 Costumes	 Nan Possemato

Amber Bailey, David Claypoole

FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

30 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER 2021   |   PARKVIEW PHYSICIANS GROUP ARTSLAB
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La Esmeralda Pas de Deux
	 Choreography after 	 Perrot
	 Staged by	 Karen Gibbons-Brown
	 Music 	 Cesare Pugni
	 Costumes	 Nan Possemato

Carmie Schiano Nelson, Thomas Caleb Roberts

* * *

Departure from Fifth Position
	 Choreography 	 Cynthia Pratt
	 Music 	 S. Prokofiev
	 Costumes	 Katherine Egan	

Amanda Eve Carrick, Yu-Chieh Chao, Tatum Farlow,
Zion Harris, Jessica Humphrey, Babette Hunter, 

Saki Morimoto, Lindsay Navarre, Talbot Rue,
Carmie Schiano Nelson, Graeham Toomey,  

Leah Wolfe, Abby Zinsser

Costumes are courtesy of Butler Ballet. A heartfelt Thank You!

– fin –

FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

30 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER 2021   |   PARKVIEW PHYSICIANS GROUP ARTSLAB
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

	 Fort Wayne Ballet extends a special thanks to:
	 Lincoln Financial Group	 Season Sponsor
	 Sweetwater 	 Season Sponsor
	 Lake City Bank	 Season Sponsor
	 3Rivers Federal Credit Union	 Season Sponsor
	 Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne 	 Arts Funder
	 Indiana Arts Commission 	 Arts Funder
	 National Endowment for the Arts	 Arts Funder
	 Bradley Gough Diamonds	 Official Jeweler 
	 Jeff Crane	 Official Photographer
	 Parkview Sports Medicine	 Official Physical Therapist
	 Crossroads Wellness Center	 Official Chiropractor
	 Strebig Construction	 Official Scenic Construction Specialist 
	 Young's Greenhouse & Flower Shop	 Official Florist
	 WPTA, WANE TV, WFWA PBS 39	 Official Media Partners 
	 Digital Wolf LLC	 Official Digital Marketing Agency	
	 William & Wagner Advertising, Inc.	 Official Marketing Agency

Production Credits
	 Production Managers	 Christina Brinker 
		  Luke Holliger 
	 Master Technician 	 Luke Holliger	
	 Lighting Design 	 Jeremy Springer   
	 Light Board Operator	 Jeremy Springer	
	 Costume Designers	 Nan Possemato and Butler Ballet
	 Costume Shop Supervisor  	 Nan Possemato
	
	
	 ArtsTix Community Box Office	 Reuben Albaugh, Director 
		  De’Andre Martin, Assistant Director

Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the invaluable contributions of every volunteer  
who has given so freely of his or her time to make this production possible.
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 �THE FOUNDERS CIRCLE is more than 
an annual giving level — it is a group of 
individuals & couples providing a commitment 
to renew as a Society member for subsequent 
years. Founders Circle members are forever 
recognized as the visionaries who launched 
Fort Wayne Ballet’s Diaghilev Society and a 
lasting legacy.  

Richard E. Baker*

David L. & Janet S. Bell

Jennifer A. Bell

Hope Huber

Barry & Carol Labov

Carol & Duane Lupke

Dave & Cheryl McComb

Mike & Jeanne Mirro

Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch

The Rifkin Family Foundation

Morrie Sanderson & 

    Amanda Kinneman

Sassafras Farms

Jeanette Schouweiler

The Robert, Carrie, & Bobbie Steck 

    Family Foundation

Chuck & Lisa Surack

The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M.     

    Richardson Foundation

IMPRESARIO CIRCLE  
Gifts of $10,000 & greater

Richard E. Baker *
Hope Huber 
Dave & Cheryl McComb  
Sassafras Farms

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999

David L. & Janet S. Bell
Jennifer A. Bell 
Barry & Carol Labov 
Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch 
Carol & Duane Lupke
Mike & Jeanne Mirro 
The Rifkin Family Foundation
Morrie Sanderson & Amanda Kinneman
Jeanette Schouweiler
The Robert, Carrie & Bobbie Steck Family Foundation 
Chuck & Lisa Surack 
The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. Richardson Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999

Dr. Kevin Berning
Bob & Liz Hathaway
Summit Brands
Dr. Amy Thomas

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499

David Lupke
Spencer Feighner
Diane S. Humphrey
Moira Harding & Raymond Parmer
Rick & Penney Phillips
Sue & Matt Wojewuczki
Dr. Judy & Steven Zacher

FORT WAYNE BALLET’S DIAGHILEV SOCIETY
is an exclusive opportunity to be a catalyst for creativity, in the spirit of Sergei Diaghilev, a 
Russian-born promoter for innovation in the arts. DIAGHILEV SOCIETY MEMBERS enjoy a 
higher Fort Wayne Ballet experience through a host of rewards and privileges reserved for this 
leadership community in support of Fort Wayne Ballet.

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION, contact Jim Sparrow or 
Clarissa Reis for a confidential conversation:  260.484.9646 or visit 
us online at fortwayneballet.org/support/diaghilev-society

mailto:Jim%20Sparrow?subject=
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SERIES SPONSORS

Lincoln Financial

Sweetwater

Lake City Bank

3Rivers Federal Credit Union

IMPERSARIO CIRCLE  
Gifts of $10,000 and greater
3Rivers Credit Union

Lincoln Financial

Parkview Health

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
Jaguar Land Rover Fort Wayne

Kelley Automotive

Lake City Bank

Mirro Family Foundation

Peg Perego

Steel Dynamics, Inc.

Sweetwater

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
Re/Max Results by Cathy Coughlin

Dr. David Mohan

PNC Bank

Window, Doors, & More

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE 
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499
Women’s Health Advantage

PRINCIPAL 
Gifts of $500 to $1,499
Ambassador Enterprises

Christoff & Christoff Attorneys

Haller & Colvin, P.C.

Monarch Capital Management

Porch

Hire-A-Helper

Inspection Support Network

STAR Financial

IN KIND DONATIONS
Jeffrey Crane | Photographer

Digital Wolf LLC

Media 401 Digital Films

Microtech Welding

Pure Movement, Pilates Studio

William & Wagner Advertising, Inc.

ARTS PARTNERS
Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne

Indiana Arts Commission

National Endowment for the Arts

CORPORATE PARTNERS
FWCS Anthis Career Center Construction Trades Program

Jeffrey Crane | Photographer

Crossroads Wellness Center

DeBrand Fine Chocolates

Digital Wolf LLC

Don R. Fruchey, Inc.

Downtown Improvement District

Bradley Gough Diamonds

Media 401 Digital Films

Microtech Welding

Offset One, Inc.

Parkview Sports Medicine

Pembroke Bakery

Projects with a Purpose

Strebig Construction

University of Saint Francis

Utopian Coffee Roastery

WANE TV

Wayne Pipe & Supply, Inc.

WFWA PBS 39

William & Wagner Advertising, Inc.

WPTA

YMCA of Greater Fort Wayne

Young’s Greenhouse & Flower Shop

FORT WAYNE BALLET SPONSORS & CORPORATE PARTNERS
Fort Wayne Ballet thanks these sponsors for their generous contributions over the past twelve months. For information 
about becoming a sponsor, please contact the Development Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.
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3Rivers Credit Union Foundation

Howard P. Arnold Foundation

Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne

Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation

AWS Foundation

Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne

The Dekko Foundation

Foellinger Foundation

Indiana Arts Commission

Lincoln Financial Foundation

The Lupke Family Foundation

McComb Family Foundation

Edward M. & Mary McCrea Wilson Foundation

Mirror Family Foundation

English, Bonter, Mitchell Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

Parkview Foundation

PNC Charitable Trusts

Robert H. Reakirt Foundation

The Rifkin Family Foundation

The Shubert Foundation

The Robert, Carrie & Bobbie Steck Family Foundation

The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. Richardson Foundation

FORT WAYNE BALLET FOUNDATION SUPPORT

FORT WAYNE BALLET RAISE THE BARRE ANNUAL FUND INDIVIDUALS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for their generous gifts received within the past twelve 
months. Every attempt is made to include donors who supported the Ballet during that time. Please contact the office if 
errors have been made. 

For information about supporting the Ballet’s 2021|2022 Raise the Barre Annual Fund, please contact the Development 
Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

DIAGHILEV SOCIETY: 

IMPRESARIO CIRCLE 
Gifts of $10,000 and greater
Richard E. Baker*

Hope Huber

Dave & Cheryl McComb

Sassafras Farms

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE 
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
David L. & Janet S. Bell

Jennifer A. Bell

Barry & Carol Labov

Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch

Carol & Duane Lupke

Mike & Jeanne Mirro

The Rifkin Family Foundation

Morrie Sanderson & Amanda Kinneman

Jeanette Schouweiler

The Robert, Carrie & Bobbie Steck Family Foundation

Chuck & Lisa Surack

The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. Richardson Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
Dr. Kevin Berning

Bob & Liz Hathaway

Summit Brands

Dr. Amy Thomas

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499
David Lupke

Spencer Feighner

Diane S. Humphrey

Moira Harding & Raymond Parmer

Rick & Penney Phillips

Sue & Matt Wojewuczki

Dr. Judy & Steven Zacher
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ANNUAL DONORS:
PRINCIPAL | Gifts of $500 to $1,499
Tim & Libby Ash

RJ Benninghoff

Anita & Bix Benson

Jon Bomberger & Kathryn Roudebush

Rose-Aimee Butler

Cathy Christoff

Thom Chumney

Lorri Courtney

Leah Davis

Irwin Deister

Joni & Ron Dick

John Shoaf & Julie Donnell

Nick Ehinger

Clayton Ellenwood

Janice H. Eplett

Mike & Renee Favo

Jeff & Laura Giles

Edward Hartung

Dan & Joyce Herstad

Tammy & Joe Hyndman

Ginny & Bill Johnson

Sebastian Kleber

Joseph & Cheryl Ley

Joan & Tom Marcuccilli

Monarch Capital Management

Michael & Kathryn* Parrot Family Fund

Charles & Lou Ann Presti

JEM Family Fund

Helen & Jason Row

Larry Rowland

Karen Rathburn & Peter Schepis

Nancy Schepis

Eleanore Steward

Nancy & David Stewart

Lisa & Ted Storer

FORT WAYNE BALLET RAISE THE BARRE ANNUAL FUND INDIVIDUALS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for their generous gifts received within the past twelve 
months. Every attempt is made to include donors who supported the Ballet during that time. Please contact the office if 
errors have been made. 

For information about supporting the Ballet’s 2021|2022 Raise the Barre Annual Fund, please contact the Development 
Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

Eric Tippmann

Baron & Mary Lou Whateley

Todd & Jennifer Wilson

Bruce & Jan Wright

SOLOIST | Gifts of $250 to $499
Jon Allmandinger

Jason Brooks

Rachel & Jamie Chang

Maureen Ciocca

George & Ann Donner

Ben & Sharon Eisbart

EPCO Products Inc.

Janet & Michael Ettensohn

Al & Lisa Farlow

Dr. Valerie Lake & Jeffrey Faulstich

G. William Fishering

Betsy & Geoffrey Gephart

Bradley & Stephanie Gough

Eleonora Pokhitonova Hartung

Dorothy Kittaka

Robert & Margaret Klingenberger Charitable Fund

Tod Kovara

Louise Larsen

Judith A. & William C. Lee

Rob Miller

Karen Myers

Joseph & Lindsey Platt

Rachel Starr

Ann Wallace & Mark Troutman

Brandi & Todd Walker

Galen Yordy

Maurice Zahm
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CORPS de BALLET | Gifts of $100 to $249
Adelman Family Philanthropic Fund

Meghan & Matthew Andrews

Kim Baker

Crystal & Chris Banks

Matt & Megan Bennett

Lenka & Steve Bercot

Win Boon

Jeanne & Kevin Burnett

Bill & Anita Cast

Lori Chokenea

Margita & Robert Criswell

Chris Clontz

Marie Crowder

Jaylon Daniels

Susan Devito

Robert & Jeanne Dietrich

Anita Dunlavy

Dave Echenoz

Annie Eckrich

Daniel C. Ewing

Linda Gaff

Susyn GiaQuinta

Dr. Robert & Connie Godley

Mandy Hall

Jane & Tom Hoffman

Colleen Huddleson & Jason Swisher

Susan & Franklin Johnson

Mindy & Michael Jordan

Pamela & Kevin Kelly

Sally Kilmer

Kathryn Kleber

Michael & Joan Klein

Louise A. Larsen

Amanda & William LaSalle

Pam & Ron Laux

Li-Ming & David Liu

Barbara & Harry Manges

Pat & Jim Marcuccilli

Sandi & Patrick May

FORT WAYNE BALLET RAISE THE BARRE ANNUAL FUND INDIVIDUALS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for their generous gifts received within the past twelve 
months. Every attempt is made to include donors who supported the Ballet during that time. Please contact the office if 
errors have been made. 

For information about supporting the Ballet’s 2021|2022 Raise the Barre Annual Fund, please contact the Development 
Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

Melisa McCann

Shelby & Jon McFann

Cindy & Mitch McKinney

Susan & David Meyer

Drs. April & Charles Morrison

Assem Nasr

Gayla Norris

James Williams & John O’Connell

Laura Ramsey

Ann & Richard Robinson

Janet Roe

Emily & Matt Roussel

Mary & Jim Roussel

Shea Rutherford

Christy Sandmaier

Kim Sagami

Jeannette & Jim Schmidt

Monica Senk

Charles & Amanda Sheperd

Sarah Stackhouse

Sally & Doug Stitzer

Ashley Stoneburner

Marli Thomas

Norma & Jim Todd

Carrie Tritz

Audra Wilcoxson

Bill & Laura Wilson

Jane Winneman-Shaw

Al Zacher

Virginia Zimmerman
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TRIBUTES
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following friends who have recently contributed gifts in honor of loved 
ones. Memorials and honorariums are meaningful and deeply appreciated gifts.	

	 A gift from: 	 In memory of:
 	 Karen & Brian Hunter	 Janet Brinker
	

FORT WAYNE BALLET ENDOWMENT 

SPECIAL ENDOWMENTS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges these special endowments.
Auer Academy of Fort Wayne Ballet
		  Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation
�
ENDOWMENT
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges and thanks the many contributors to its Endowment Fund, who generously 
invested in the future of Fort Wayne Ballet and our arts community. 

To learn more about specific naming opportunities or to discuss how you might make your own unique contribution to 
the future of Fort Wayne Ballet, please contact the Development Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

LEAVE A LEGACY. DEFINE A FUTURE. YOUR FORT WAYNE BALLET Campaign:
Anonymous (1) 
Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation
Robert & Jill Benninghoff
H. Bix & Anita Benson
Glenn & Janellyn Borden
Andy & Pam Brooks
Kevin Carretta
Howard & Elizabeth Chapman
Bliss Cook
Darwin Dahlgren
Robert & Susan Dorion
Anita Dunlavy
Katherine Gentz
Karen Gibbons-Brown &  
	 Jim Sparrow
Grabill Bank

Brian & Stephanie Hartman
William & Sara Hatlem
Connie & Mark Heflin
Hope Huber
Diane S. Humphrey
Mary K. Johnson
Dale Kelly
John Key
Dr. William Kunkel
Dr. David Tenley Lippie
Tina Litchin
Marie Elena Lyon
Jeanne & Mike Mirro
Win Moses
Robert Nicholson
Marita O'Neil-Maloley

Michael & Kathryn Parrot
Pat Russ
Ruth Russ Huneke
Carolyn Russ Robinson
Kathy Roudebush
Linda & Joseph Ruffolo
Larry Rowland
Ronald & Sylvia Scheeringa
Daniel & Wendy Serban
David & Nancy Stewart
Dr. Samuel & Jane Ann Thompson
Ann Wallace & Mark Troutman
William & Cecilia Weakley
Weigand Construction Co., Inc.
Thomas & Tamara Wheeler

BEQUESTS 
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges recent bequests from the following estates:
	 Richard Baker *
	 Maxine Durr * 
	 Sally Frazier *
* indicates deceased

KINETIC CONVERSATIONS |  PODCAST  WITH FORT WAYNE BALLET

Wanting more from your Fort Wayne Ballet? 
Get an inside look at the making of the performances you love. Join us online as 
we discuss the art and history of dance, and the ins and outs of this renowned 
and growing  professional ballet company!

FIND IT HERE:
fortwayneballet.org/kinetic-conversations

https://fortwayneballet.org/kinetic-conversations/
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11  MARCH 2022   |   7 PM
ARTS UNITED CENTER

303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE

WATCH for more event and ticket information.

Join us for this spectacular evening celebrating  
Fort Wayne Ballet’s 65th Season! 

This exclusive first viewing of our Celebration Series will be a night  
to remember as we honor our past and leap forward into our future.
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CYNTHIA PRATT
GUEST CHOREOGRAPHER
PROFESSOR OF DANCE, BUTLER UNIVERSITY

Cynthia Pratt, Professor of Dance, has been a member of the 
dance faculty at Butler University since 1994. She received 
her B.A. degree in Ballet from Virginia Intermont College in 
1979 and her M.F.A. degree from Temple University in 1989. 
In between undergraduate and graduate school, Cynthia 
lived in New York City where she trained extensively in 
jazz dance with world-renowned teacher Lynn Simonson, 

who became her mentor. While in New York, she began teaching Simonson Technique and 
choreographing on a commission basis for repertory dance companies. Cynthia has a wide 
range of performing experiences both in the United States and Europe in ballet, modern, and 
jazz companies as well as on television and in musical reviews with Jon de Mal Productions in 
Amsterdam. Cynthia has taught jazz dance and choreographed extensively at such institutions 
as the North Carolina School of the Arts, New York University, Steps, Philadanco, the National 
Balletacademie Theatre School in Amsterdam, the Goteborg Balletakademien in Goteborg, 
Sweden, the National Taiwan University of the Arts and Dance Space Center in New York. She 
has worked as an auditioner for the Jacob’s Pillow Summer Dance Festival Jazz Project and 
has served as artistic director for several choreographic showcases established to exhibit the 
work of new choreographers at Evolving Arts in New York. In addition, Cynthia is a Certified 
Movement Analyst and holds a degree from the Laban Institute for Movement Studies. Since 
relocating to Indianapolis, Cynthia has choreographed many works for the Butler Ballet and 
has frequently worked as Guest Choreographer for Dance Kaleidoscope, Indiana’s premier 
modern dance company. She continues to teach and choreograph on companies and in 
universities throughout the U.S and abroad. Cynthia is the recipient of numerous research 
and choreographic grants including being twice awarded the prestigious Indianapolis Arts 
Council Creative Renewal Grant, given to established and noteworthy artists in Indiana. Since 
2004, Cynthia has been Artistic Director for Butler Chamber Dance, an innovative performing 
wing of the Butler Ballet Company. Under Cynthia’s direction, Butler Chamber Dance has 
performed at the Indianapolis Spirit and Place Festival, Penrod Arts Festival, Hope College, 
Wabash College and with Dance Kaleidoscope. 
	 Since 2009, Cynthia has been experimenting with large-scale, site-specific dances 
(between 100-500 participants) and from 2012 through 2016 was the choreographer 
for Streamlines, a project funded by the National Science Foundation which explored 
the use of the arts to raise awareness of concerns of local waterways. Her experiences in 
choreographing these large-scale works, and the impact they have had on community 
building, was published in 2017 in The Oxford Handbook of Dance and Well-Being. 
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KAREN GIBBONS-BROWN
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Karen Gibbons-Brown’s resume contains an impressive list of 
credentials. She began her early training in Columbia, South 
Carolina under Ann Brodie, Naomi Calvert and Adolphina 
Suarez-More. Her early training and performing included 
ballet as well as modern, jazz, tap and theater dance. She 
continued her studies at American Ballet Theatre with Maria 
Swoboda, Michael Lland, Patricia Wilde and Leon Danelian 
and studied on scholarship at David Howard School of Ballet. 

Her professional experiences also include South Carolina Chamber Dance Ensemble, Ballet 
Celeste, Bristol Ballet and the Theatre Ballet of San Francisco where she recreated Anna 
Pavlova’s roles The California Poppy and The Dragonfly. Other performing highlights include 
performances at the Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South Carolina, the title role in Cinderella, 
The Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, Swanhilda in Coppelia, Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty 
and “Spring Waters” pas de deux, an exciting display of partnering created by the great 
Russian choreographer Asaf Messerer. Ms. Gibbons-Brown considers herself fortunate to 
have had works created especially for her including solos, Pentimento by Jill Eathorne Barr 
and the role of Anna in Richard Monroe’s work, The Hussar. Throughout her career, she has 
made numerous guest appearances throughout the United States. 

Ms. Gibbons-Brown is known for her work in the classroom and enjoys teaching a variety 
of dance related subjects including ballet, pointe, repertoire, terminology, dance history, 
pedagogue and makeup and hair for stage as well as restaging major classical works. She has 
often been invited to teach guest classes and workshops including in Sicily, Italy, Fontenay 
le Fleury, France and the prestigious Joffrey San Antonio Workshop under the directorship 
of her mentor Jeremy Blanton. She received her certification in Labanotation while serving 
on the faculty of Virginia Intermont College under the direction of Constance Hardinge 
and served as Ballet Mistress for John McFall as he created his production of The Nutcracker 
for Atlanta Ballet. In 1985, Ms. Gibbons-Brown founded the Kingsport Guild of Ballet and 
became Artistic Director of the State of Franklin Dance Alliance at its inception in 1988. Other 
dance administrative duties include serving on the Tennessee Association Board of Directors 
in many capacities including as president and serving on the Performing Arts Panel for the 
Tennessee Arts Commission. She assumed directorship of Fort Wayne Ballet in August of 
1998. Other career highlights include Outstanding Dance Artist Award in 1997, serving as a 
juror for Concours International de Danse Classique in Paris, France in 2000, a 2002 graduate 
of Leadership Fort Wayne and being listed in Who’s Who in the 21st Century. In 2010, a new 
book authored by renowned choreographer Dean Speer, entitled On Technique, identifies 
Ms. Gibbons-Brown as among the world’s 18 most respected ballet masters, pedagogues 
and artistic directors. Karen is currently involved with the ABT training curriculum and has 
been certified though level 5. 

Her other full time job is spending time with her husband, Jim, and children Watson, Madison, 
Hannah, Zachary, Raleigh and a sundry of dogs.

https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/karen-gibbons-brown/
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Click an individual’s image to learn more at fortwayneballet.org/staff

ACADEMY 
INSTRUCTORS:
AMBER BAILEY
AVALOU BURNS
DAVID CLAYPOOLE
LINDSAY NAVARRE
MADDIE OPACINCH

JIM SPARROW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINA BRINKER
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

CHRISTINE JONES
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

CLARISSA REIS
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT 

OFFICER

LEAH WOLFE
COMPANY AND 

YOUTH COMPANY CO-DIRECTOR

RALEIGH SPARROW
ACADEMY REGISTRAR & 

YOUTH COMPANY CO-DIRECTOR

NAN POSSEMATO
COSTUME MISTRESS

DUNCAN SMITH
COSTUME ASSISTANT

TRACY TRITZ
BALLET MASTER; 

OUTREACH DIRECTOR

ELEONORA 
POKHITONOVA HARTUNG 
MASTER TEACHER;

CHARACTER ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR

KIM SAGAMI
RESIDENT MASTER TEACHER

NIKOLAY TODORINOV
MUSIC DIRECTOR

https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/jim-sparrow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/christina-brinker/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/christine-jones/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/jillian-schepis-lee/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/leah-wolfe/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/raleigh-sparrow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nan-possemato/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nikolay-todorinov/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/tracy-tritz/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/eleonora-pokhitonova/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/kim-sagami/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nikolay-todorinov/
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AMBER BAILEY AMANDA EVE 
CARRICK

DAVID CLAYPOOLE

TATUM FARLOW ZION HARRIS JESSICA 
HUMPHREY

BABETTE HUNTER

SAKI MORIMOTO LINDSAY 
NAVARRE

THOMAS CALEB 
ROBERTS

TALBOT RUE

CARMIE SCHIANO 
NELSON

GRAEHAM 
TOOMEY

COMPANY

LEAH WOLFE ABBY ZINSSER

ALAN BARRAGÁN 
CAMPOS

YU-CHIEH CHAO

IZUMI MASAKI

KEISUKE 
NISHIKAWA

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/amber-bailey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/amanda-carrick/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/david-claypoole/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/tatum-farlow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/zion-harris/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/jessica-humphrey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/babette-lam/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sarah-morgan/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/lindsay-navarre/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/thomas-caleb-roberts/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/talbot-rue/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/carmie-schiano-nelson/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/graeham-toomey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/leah-wolfe/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/abby-zinsser/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/alan-campos/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/yu-chieh-chao/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/izumi-masaki/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/keisuke-nishikawa/
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RACHEL ARON SAMANTHA 
BERRY

KATIE BROWN AVALOU BURNS

CAILIN KLUTTZ

OLIVIA LEY MADDIE 
OPACINCH

GRACE SAULS ASHLEIGH SEWELL

CORPS DE BALLET

ROSEMARY AARONS
VICTORIA ANGLE
TEAGAN BENTLEY
GRACIE CARPENTER

RUDOLPH DAVIS
ERIN EKIN
ANNA HESS
MAY KAWASHIMA

CARALINE SCHUPPE
CHRISTYNA SCHUPPE
ABBY STORER

TRAINEES

KATHERINE 
CACKOVIC

CLARA DELANEY BRITTANY FOCHT SANDRA 
IMBRIACO

SADIE JONES

ABIGAYLE REIBER

VICTORIA 
STOCKER

PAYTON WILSON

FORT WAYNE BALLET  
MEET THE DANCERS

Click a dancer’s image to learn more at fortwayneballet.org/dancers

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/rachel-aron/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/samantha-berry/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/katie-brown/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/avalou-burns/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/cailin-kluttz/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/olivia-ley/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/maddie-opacinch/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/grace-sauls/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/ashleigh-sewell/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/katherine-cackovic/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/clara-delaney/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/brittany-focht/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sandra-imbriaco/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sadie-jones/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/abigayle-reiber/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/victoria-stocker/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/payton-wilson/


TEXT FWB2022 to
243725

DONATE ONLINE at
fortwayneballet.org

PLEDGE or DONATE via
Card, Cash, or Check

DONATE or PLEDGE TODAY via Text or Online: 

Your generosity 
opens the door to 
the world of dance 
for our community 
and region. Give 
a gift to support 
professional ballet 
and to continue 
growing the 
performing arts 
in our city.

BE A PART OF THE ART –
SUPPORT THE BALLET! 



Overflowing with childhood wonder and holiday joy, 
Fort Wayne’s annual tradition — Fort Wayne Ballet’s  

The Nutcracker — is a family favorite! Join Clara and her 
magical Nutcracker Prince as they journey  

to the Kingdom of Sweets! 

DECEMBER 3, 4, 9, 10, 11 @ 7:30 PM
DECEMBER 4, 5, 11, 12 @ 2:00 PM

ARTS UNITED CENTER
303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE 

TICKETS:  ARTSTIX.ORG   |   260.422.4226
SEATS STARTING AT $35

PRE-PERFORMANCE HOLIDAY SHOPPING at the 
FORT WAYNE BALLET KRIS KRINGLE HOLIDAY MARKET!


