


https://bradleygoughdiamonds.com/


3riversfcu.org    |    800.825.3641

3Rivers is proud to call our thriving arts community 
“home.” We’re inspired by the dreamers, the makers, 
the performers, and the leaders that put Fort Wayne 
on the map and make our city such a special place 
to live, work, and play. We’re as committed to giving 

back to our community as we are to helping our 
members achieve their financial goals. 

We go BEYOND banking. 
We invest in what matters to you. 

Find out how at 3riversfcu.org/community

Federally insured by the NCUA.

We’re PROUD 
to support the 
Fort Wayne Ballet.

https://www.3riversfcu.org/


Sponsored by Amy Thomas, MD

260-432-4400  |  HerAdvantage.com

COMPASSIONATE, COMPREHENSIVE CARE 

THROUGH EVERY STAGE.

https://www.heradvantage.com/


https://www.lfg.com/public/individual
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https://wdmfactorystore.com/


https://www.pnc.com/en/personal-banking.html
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11  MARCH 2022   |   7 PM
ARTS UNITED CENTER

303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE

WATCH for more event and ticket information.

Join us for this spectacular evening celebrating  
Fort Wayne Ballet’s 65th Season! 

This exclusive first viewing of our Celebration Series will be a night  
to remember as we honor our past and leap forward into our future.
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and FORT WAYNE BALLET 
YOUTH COMPANY present

Oh! Things just get curiouser and curiouser!
Follow Alice down the rabbit hole into a surreal 
world of outlandish tea parties and unhinged 

games of croquet as confusion piles upon 
confusion! Was it all a daydream?

SAT. FEB. 26, 2022  •  10 AM and 12 NOON
University of St. Francis North Auditorium

All Tickets $15  •  ArtsTix.org
*Performance time is about 35 minutes, ideal for all ages!

fortwayneballet.org

https://www.sweetwater.com/
https://fortwayneballet.org/performances/family-series/
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Karen Gibbons-Brown
Artistic Director
fortwayneballet.org

The trouble of toying with affection . . . 
Love is seldom simple, but it’s especially complex when both devotion and deception become 
entangled with intention. Giselle is a tragic love story, tangled in a classic triangle of unrequited 
love, delicately wrapped in a lie and served with a ghostly dose of retaliation from the underworld 
by the “Wilis” (willies)!  Yes, that shuddering feeling of creepiness that “gives you the willies” is 
derived from this story.

Giselle was first performed in June 1841, at the Salle Le Peletier in Paris, and has enjoyed a long-
running popularity across the globe. The story is heartbreaking and mesmerizing as we watch the 
characters experience all of the core emotions:  love and delight, brokenness and death, fear and 
frustration. It’s a magical journey, one that dancers and audiences alike enjoy sharing. 

As with every Fort Wayne Ballet performance, the costumes play as much of a role as the dancers 
and music in creating the experience. Much like Swan Lake and La Sylphide, Giselle is a visual 
delight with its ghostly illusions, clash of social classes, and fluidity. Costumes become our 
visual bookmarks and underscore the storyline. We are gratefully fortunate to have costumer 
Nan Possemato at the helm of all things stitched and starched!  (Thank you, Nan, Duncan, and 
volunteers!)

We round out our Fall Season with everyone’s favorite holiday classic and Fort Wayne Ballet’s 
original performances of The Nutcracker. Production has already begun, and we’re excited to 
share this beautiful story with you and be part of your family’s traditions. Performances run 
December 3-12. Tickets available now!

Our Spring Season will begin ahead of the calendar with a sumptuous treat for Valentine’s Day 
with performances of Love Notes, our new Celebration Series in March, the much-anticipated 
The Sleeping Beauty in April, and Romeo & Juliet in May. Check out page 37 of this playbill or our 
website and social media for details to come. 

Finally, a note of gratitude to every one of our patrons, parents, dancers, and instructors. We’re 
in challenging times, but together, we are making a notably positive difference through dance. 
Collectively, we will continue to engage and empower others to know the importance of the arts. 
Thank you for joining us on this journey! 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS:
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https://www.lakecitybank.com/
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November 6-21  2021

fwcivic.org
(260) 424-5220

https://fwdc.org/
https://www.fwcivic.org/


Overflowing with childhood wonder and holiday joy, 
Fort Wayne’s annual tradition — Fort Wayne Ballet’s  

The Nutcracker — is a family favorite! Join Clara and her 
magical Nutcracker Prince as they journey  

to the Kingdom of Sweets! 

DECEMBER 3, 4, 9, 10, 11 @ 7:30 PM
DECEMBER 4, 5, 11, 12 @ 2:00 PM

ARTS UNITED CENTER
303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE 

TICKETS:  ARTSTIX.ORG   |   260.422.4226
SEATS STARTING AT $35

PRE-PERFORMANCE HOLIDAY SHOPPING at the 
FORT WAYNE BALLET KRIS KRINGLE HOLIDAY MARKET!



MARKET PREVIEW:  NIGHT OF LIGHTS, NOVEMBER 24 from 5 PM - 9 PM
DECEMBER 3, 4, 10, 11 from 4 PM - 10 PM   •   DECEMBER 5 and 12 from  Noon - 5 PM

ARTS UNITED CENTER PLAZA  •  303 E MAIN STREET, DOWNTOWN FORT WAYNE

https://kriskringlefw.com/
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STORY SYNOPSIS:

ACT I: 	 The ballet is set in the vineyard country bordering the Rhine. Hilarion, the village 
huntsman and a gamekeeper to the court, returns from his early morning chores and pauses 
before a neighboring cottage—the home of Giselle, with whom he is in love.  Villagers pass by on 
their way to the vineyards, where they will harvest the last of the grapes before the Wine Festival.

Count Albrecht, dressed as a peasant, arrives with his squire. Hilarion has witnessed this exchange 
and is puzzled that the squire should show such deference to this youth, who is known to the 
villager as a fellow peasant named Loys. Loys excuses himself from joining the grape pickers so 
that he can be alone with Giselle. He swears eternal love, and she takes the traditional test with a 
daisy—“he loves me, he loves me not.”  When it appears the answer will be “not,” she throws the 
flower away; Loys retrieves it and, by surreptitiously discarding a petal, comes up with the answer 
“he loves me.”  Hilarion interrupts, protesting that he, and not Loys, truly loves Giselle. A quarrel 
ensues, and Hilarion’s suspicions deepen as Loys instinctively reaches for the sword that, as a 
nobleman, he is accustomed to wearing.

The villagers return, and Giselle invites them to join in a dance to celebrate the harvest. Her 
mother, Berthe, interrupts and warns her that her life may be endangered if she overexerts herself 
by dancing. She is struck by a momentary hallucination of her daughter in death. She sees her as 
a wili, a restless spirit who has died with her love unrequited.

A horn sounds in the distance, and Loys recognizes it as coming from the hunting party of the 
prince of Courland. Refreshments are served to the hunters, and the prince’s daughter, Bathilde, 
gives Giselle a gold necklace when she learns they are both engaged to be married.  After the 
royal party has returned to the hunt, Hilarion emerges from Loys’ cottage with a hunting horn and 
a sword, further evidence that the supposed peasant is, in fact, a nobleman.

The villagers return and proclaim Giselle the queen of the Wine Festival. Hilarion interrupts to 
denounce Loys as an impostor. When Loys denies the charges and threatens the gamekeeper 
with his sword, Hilarion blows the hunting horn, a signal for the prince to return. Loys is exposed 
as an impostor when Bathilde reveals that he is her fiancé, Count Albrecht. The shock of learning 
of Albrecht’s duplicity is too great for Giselle’s frail constitution. Her mind becomes unhinged, and 
she dies of a broken heart—her love unrequited.

ACT II:	  The scene is laid in a clearing in the forest near Giselle’s grave. The wilis are summoned 
by their queen, Myrta, to attend the ceremonies that will initiate Giselle into their sisterhood.  
Their love unrequited, they can find no rest. Their spirits are forever destined to roam the earth 
from midnight to dawn, vengefully trapping any male who enters their domain and forcing 
him to dance to his death. Hilarion, in search of Giselle, meets his death at their hands. Albrecht 
arrives to leave flowers on Giselle’s grave. He too is trapped and commanded to dance until death. 
Giselle resolves to protect him. She dances with him until the clock strikes four, at which hour the 
wilis lose their power. Albrecht is rescued from death. Giselle’s spirit finds a final resting place in 
Albrect’s heart, never to visit the earthly world again.

•   •   •
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LEGAL NOTICE:  Recording or photography of this performance is prohibited by artistic 
licensing restrictions. For the courtesy and enjoyment of fellow audience members,  

please remember to turn off all electronic devices.

FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

	 Music by	 Adolphe Adam, Leon Minkus

	 Choreographed after	 Jules Perrot, Jean Coralli, Marius Petipa
	
	 Staged by 	 Karen Gibbons-Brown

	 Costume Design & Execution 	 Nan Possemato
		  Duncan Smith

	 Lighting Director 	 Miriam Morgan

	 Production Managers 	 Christina Brinker
		  Luke Holliger

Amanda Kinneman – Chair
Dr. Judy Zacher – Vice Chair
Stacey Strack – Treasurer
Susan Wojewuczki – Secretary
Megan Bennett
Traci Bohdan
Joni Dick

Kristin Giant
Anne Karr
Carol LaBov
Kristine Logan Gieschen
David Lupke
Melisa McCann
Dave McComb

Dr. Michael Mirro
Dr. David Mohan
Alfredo Perez
Morrie Sanderson
Marlon Wardlow
Brandon Wolf
Bruce Wright

FORT WAYNE BALLET BOARD OF TRUSTEES

22 & 23 OCTOBER 2021   |   ARTS UNITED CENTER
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

ACT I
A village in the vineyard country bordering the Rhine 

	 Hilarion 	 Zion Harris

	 Berthe, Giselle’s mother  	 Rachel Aron

	 Count Albrecht / Loys 	 David Claypoole* 
		  Thomas Caleb Roberts^ 

	 Wilfried 	 Talbot Rue
			 
	 Giselle 	 Amanda Eve Carrick^ 	
		  Saki Morimoto*

	 Bathilda, fiance of Count Albrecht	 Grace Sauls
	
	 Lady of the Court 	 Olivia Ley

	 Duke of Courland, Bathilda’s father 	 David Claypoole^ 
		  Thomas Caleb Roberts* 
	
	 Giselle’s friends 	 Samantha Berry, Avalou Burns, 
		  Tatum Farlow, Maddie Opacinch, 
		  Ashleigh Sewell, Payton Wilson, 
		  Leah Wolfe, Abby Zinsser

	 Villagers 	 Tekhylon Armour, Alexis Andrews, 
		  Alan Barragán Campos^, Yu-Chieh Chao*, 
		  Rudolph Davis, Stella Falconer, 
		  Grace Gephart, Katherine Grable, Sadie Jones, 
		  Olivia Myers, Abigayle Reiber, 			 
		  Allen Sizemore, Fiona Tippman

	 Peasant Pas de Deux 	 Jessica Humphrey*, Lindsay Navarre^
		  Alan Barragán Campos*, Yu-Chieh Chao^
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

ACT II
A forest clearing, the grave of Giselle

 
	 Myrtha, Queen of the Wilis 	 Carmie Schiano Nelson

	 Zulma 	 Jessica Humphrey
	
	 Moyna 	 Amber Bailey

	 Wilis 	 Rachel Aron, Katie Brown, Avalou Burns, 
		  Katherine Cackovic, Clara Delaney,
		  Tatum Farlow, Brittany Focht, Babette Hunter, 	
		  Sandra Imbriaco, Sadie Jones, Cailin Kluttz, 		
		  Lindsay Navarre, Maddie Opacinch, 
		  Abigayle Reiber, Victoria Stocker, 
		  Payton Wilson, Leah Wolfe, Abby Zinsser

— fin —

	 Performance key:	 ^ Friday, October 22 performance
		  *  Saturday, October 23 performance
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FORT WAYNE BALLET'S ORIGINAL

	 Fort Wayne Ballet extends a special thanks to:
	 Lincoln Financial Group	 Season Sponsor

	 Sweetwater 	 Season Sponsor

	 Lake City Bank	 Season Sponsor

	 3Rivers Federal Credit Union	 Season Sponsor

	 Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne 	 Arts Funder

	 Indiana Arts Commission 	 Arts Funder

	 National Endowment for the Arts	 Arts Funder

	 Bradley Gough Diamonds	 Official Jeweler 

	 Rob Borel, Jeff Crane	 Official Photographers

	 Parkview Sports Medicine	 Official Physical Therapist

	 Crossroads Wellness Center	 Official Chiropractor

	 Strebig Construction	 Official Scenic Construction Specialist 

	 Young's Greenhouse & Flower Shop	 Official Florist

	 WPTA, WANE TV, WFWA PBS 39	 Official Media Partners 

	 Digital Wolf LLC	 Official Digital Marketing Agency	

	 William & Wagner Advertising, Inc.	 Official Marketing Agency

Production Credits
	 Production Managers	 Christina Brinker, 	Luke Holliger 
	 Master Technician 	 Luke Holliger
	 Stage Manager	 Luke Holliger	
	 Lighting Design 	 Miriam Morgan
	 Fly Master	 Lorenzo Kleine, Benjamin Roney   
 	 Costume Designer	 Nan Possemato
	 Costume Shop Supervisor  	 Nan Possemato
	 Costume Shop Assistant	 Duncan Smith
	 Costume Shop Volunteers  	 Anna Hess, Pam Laux	
	 Set Designer  	 Adam Fletcher
	 Tombstone Designer  	 Chris Whitman
	 Backstage Crew  	� Jeffrey Faulstich, Andy Kurzen, 
		  Gretchen Lawson, Ryan Myers
	 Special Thanks 		 Adam Fletcher, IATSE Local 146, Corey Lee, 
		  Fort Wayne Civic Theatre
	 ArtsTix Community Box Office	 Reuben Albaugh, Director 
		  De’Andre Martin, Assistant Director

Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the invaluable contributions of every volunteer  
who has given so freely of his or her time to make this production possible.
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 �THE FOUNDERS CIRCLE is more than 
an annual giving level — it is a group of 
individuals & couples providing a commitment 
to renew as a Society member for subsequent 
years. Founders Circle members are forever 
recognized as the visionaries who launched 
Fort Wayne Ballet’s Diaghilev Society and a 
lasting legacy.  

Richard E. Baker*

David L. & Janet Seiwert Bell

Jennifer A. Bell

Hope Huber

Barry & Carol Labov

Carol & Duane Lupke

Dave & Cheryl McComb

Mike & Jeanne Mirro

Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch

The Rifkin Family Foundation

Morrie Sanderson & 

    Amanda Kinneman

Sassafras Farms

Jeanette Schouweiler

The Robert, Carrie, & Bobbie Steck 

    Family Foundation

Chuck & Lisa Surack

The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M.     

    Richardson Foundation

IMPRESARIO CIRCLE  
Gifts of $10,000 & greater

Richard E. Baker *
Hope Huber 
Dave & Cheryl McComb  
Sassafras Farms

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999

David L. & Janet Seiwert Bell
Jennifer A. Bell 
Barry & Carol Labov 
Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch 
Carol & Duane Lupke
Mike & Jeanne Mirro 
The Rifkin Family Foundation
Morrie Sanderson & Amanda Kinneman
Jeanette Schouweiler
The Robert, Carrie & Bobbie Steck Family Foundation 
Chuck & Lisa Surack 
The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. Richardson Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999

Dr. Kevin Berning
Bob & Liz Hathaway
Eleanore Steward
Summit Brands
Dr. Amy Thomas

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499

David Lupke
Spencer Feighner
Diane S. Humphrey
Moira Harding & Raymond Parmer
Rick & Penney Phillips
Sue & Matt Wojewuczki
Dr. Judy & Steven Zacher

FORT WAYNE BALLET’S DIAGHILEV SOCIETY
is an exclusive opportunity to be a catalyst for creativity, in the spirit of Sergei Diaghilev, a 
Russian-born promoter for innovation in the arts. DIAGHILEV SOCIETY MEMBERS enjoy a 
higher Fort Wayne Ballet experience through a host of rewards and privileges reserved for this 
leadership community in support of Fort Wayne Ballet.

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION, contact Jim Sparrow or 
Clarissa Reis for a confidential conversation:  260.484.9646 or visit 
us online at fortwayneballet.org/support/diaghilev-society

mailto:Jim%20Sparrow?subject=
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SERIES SPONSORS

Lincoln Financial

Sweetwater

Lake City Bank

3Rivers Federal Credit Union

IMPERSARIO CIRCLE  
Gifts of $10,000 and greater
3Rivers Credit Union

Lincoln Financial

Parkview Health

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE  
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
Jaguar Land Rover Fort Wayne

Kelley Automotive

Lake City Bank

Mirro Family Foundation

Peg Perego

Steel Dynamics, Inc.

Sweetwater

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
Re/Max Results by Cathy Coughlin

Dr. David Mohan

PNC Bank

Window, Doors, & More

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE 
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499
Women’s Health Advantage

PRINCIPAL 
Gifts of $500 to $1,499
Ambassador Enterprises

Christoff & Christoff Attorneys

Haller & Colvin, P.C.

Monarch Capital Management

Porch

Hire-A-Helper

Inspection Support Network

STAR Financial

IN KIND DONATIONS
Jeffrey Crane | Photographer

Digital Wolf LLC

Media 401 Digital Films

Microtech Welding

Pure Movement, Pilates Studio

William & Wagner Advertising, Inc.

ARTS PARTNERS
Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne

Indiana Arts Commission

National Endowment for the Arts

CORPORATE PARTNERS
FWCS Anthis Career Center Construction Trades Program

Jeffrey Crane | Photographer

Crossroads Wellness Center

DeBrand Fine Chocolates

Digital Wolf LLC

Don R. Fruchey, Inc.

Downtown Improvement District

Bradley Gough Diamonds

Media 401 Digital Films

Microtech Welding

Offset One, Inc.

Parkview Sports Medicine

Pembroke Bakery

Projects with a Purpose

Strebig Construction

University of Saint Francis

Utopian Coffee Roastery

WANE TV

Wayne Pipe & Supply, Inc.

WFWA PBS 39

William & Wagner Advertising, Inc.

WPTA

YMCA of Greater Fort Wayne

Young’s Greenhouse & Flower Shop

FORT WAYNE BALLET SPONSORS & CORPORATE PARTNERS
Fort Wayne Ballet thanks these sponsors for their generous contributions over the past twelve months. For information 
about becoming a sponsor, please contact the Development Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.
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3Rivers Credit Union Foundation

Howard P. Arnold Foundation

Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne

Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation

AWS Foundation

Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne

The Dekko Foundation

Foellinger Foundation

Indiana Arts Commission

Lincoln Financial Foundation

The Lupke Family Foundation

McComb Family Foundation

Edward M. & Mary McCrea Wilson Foundation

Mirror Family Foundation

English, Bonter, Mitchell Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

Parkview Foundation

PNC Charitable Trusts

Robert H. Reakirt Foundation

The Rifkin Family Foundation

The Shubert Foundation

The Robert, Carrie & Bobbie Steck Family Foundation

The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. Richardson Foundation

FORT WAYNE BALLET FOUNDATION SUPPORT

FORT WAYNE BALLET RAISE THE BARRE ANNUAL FUND INDIVIDUALS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for their generous gifts received within the past twelve 
months. Every attempt is made to include donors who supported the Ballet during that time. Please contact the office if 
errors have been made. 

For information about supporting the Ballet’s 2021|2022 Raise the Barre Annual Fund, please contact the Development 
Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

DIAGHILEV SOCIETY: 

IMPRESARIO CIRCLE 
Gifts of $10,000 and greater
Richard E. Baker*

Hope Huber

Dave & Cheryl McComb

Sassafras Farms

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIRCLE 
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999
David L. & Janet Seiwert Bell

Jennifer A. Bell

Barry & Carol Labov

Janet Leezer & Todd Opacinch

Carol & Duane Lupke

Mike & Jeanne Mirro

The Rifkin Family Foundation

Morrie Sanderson & Amanda Kinneman

Jeanette Schouweiler

The Robert, Carrie & Bobbie Steck Family Foundation

Chuck & Lisa Surack

The Donald F. Wood & Darlene M. Richardson Foundation

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999
Dr. Kevin Berning

Bob & Liz Hathaway

Eleanore Steward

Summit Brands

Dr. Amy Thomas

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE
Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499
David Lupke

Spencer Feighner

Diane S. Humphrey

Moira Harding & Raymond Parmer

Rick & Penney Phillips

Sue & Matt Wojewuczki

Dr. Judy & Steven Zacher
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ANNUAL DONORS:
PRINCIPAL | Gifts of $500 to $1,499
Tim & Libby Ash

RJ Benninghoff

Anita & Bix Benson

Jon Bomberger & Kathryn Roudebush

Rose-Aimee Butler

Cathy Christoff

Thom Chumney

Lorri Courtney

Leah Davis

Irwin Deister

Joni & Ron Dick

John Shoaf & Julie Donnell

Nick Ehinger

Clayton Ellenwood

Janice H. Eplett

Mike & Renee Favo

Jeff & Laura Giles

Edward Hartung

Dan & Joyce Herstad

Tammy & Joe Hyndman

Ginny & Bill Johnson

Sebastian Kleber

Joseph & Cheryl Ley

Joan & Tom Marcuccilli

Monarch Capital Management

Michael & Kathryn* Parrot Family Fund

Charles & Lou Ann Presti

JEM Family Fund

Helen & Jason Row

Larry Rowland

Karen Rathburn & Peter Schepis

Nancy Schepis

Nancy & David Stewart

Lisa & Ted Storer

Eric Tippmann

Baron & Mary Lou Whateley

Todd & Jennifer Wilson

Bruce & Jan Wright

FORT WAYNE BALLET RAISE THE BARRE ANNUAL FUND INDIVIDUALS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for their generous gifts received within the past twelve 
months. Every attempt is made to include donors who supported the Ballet during that time. Please contact the office if 
errors have been made. 

For information about supporting the Ballet’s 2021|2022 Raise the Barre Annual Fund, please contact the Development 
Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

SOLOIST | Gifts of $250 to $499
Jon Allmandinger

Jason Brooks

Rachel & Jamie Chang

Maureen Ciocca

George & Ann Donner

Ben & Sharon Eisbart

EPCO Products Inc.

Janet & Michael Ettensohn

Al & Lisa Farlow

Dr. Valerie Lake & Jeffrey Faulstich

G. William Fishering

Betsy & Geoffrey Gephart

Bradley & Stephanie Gough

Eleonora Pokhitonova Hartung

Dorothy Kittaka

Robert & Margaret Klingenberger Charitable Fund

Tod Kovara

Louise Larsen

Judith A. & William C. Lee

Rob Miller

Karen Myers

Joseph & Lindsey Platt

Rachel Starr

Ann Wallace & Mark Troutman

Brandi & Todd Walker

Galen Yordy

Maurice Zahm
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CORPS de BALLET | Gifts of $100 to $249
Adelman Family Philanthropic Fund

Meghan & Matthew Andrews

Kim Baker

Crystal & Chris Banks

Matt & Megan Bennett

Lenka & Steve Bercot

Win Boon

Jeanne & Kevin Burnett

Bill & Anita Cast

Lori Chokenea

Margita & Robert Criswell

Chris Clontz

Marie Crowder

Jaylon Daniels

Susan Devito

Robert & Jeanne Dietrich

Anita Dunlavy

Dave Echenoz

Annie Eckrich

Daniel C. Ewing

Linda Gaff

Susyn GiaQuinta

Dr. Robert & Connie Godley

Mandy Hall

Jane & Tom Hoffman

Colleen Huddleson & Jason Swisher

Susan & Franklin Johnson

Mindy & Michael Jordan

Pamela & Kevin Kelly

Sally Kilmer

Kathryn Kleber

Michael & Joan Klein

Louise A. Larsen

FORT WAYNE BALLET RAISE THE BARRE ANNUAL FUND INDIVIDUALS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for their generous gifts received within the past twelve 
months. Every attempt is made to include donors who supported the Ballet during that time. Please contact the office if 
errors have been made. 

For information about supporting the Ballet’s 2021|2022 Raise the Barre Annual Fund, please contact the Development 
Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

Amanda & William LaSalle

Pam & Ron Laux

Li-Ming & David Liu

Barbara & Harry Manges

Pat & Jim Marcuccilli

Sandi & Patrick May

Melisa McCann

Shelby & Jon McFann

Cindy & Mitch McKinney

Susan & David Meyer

Drs. April & Charles Morrison

Assem Nasr

Gayla Norris

James Williams & John O’Connell

Laura Ramsey

Ann & Richard Robinson

Janet Roe

Emily & Matt Roussel

Mary & Jim Roussel

Shea Rutherford

Christy Sandmaier

Kim Sagami

Jeannette & Jim Schmidt

Monica Senk

Charles & Amanda Sheperd

Sarah Stackhouse

Sally & Doug Stitzer

Ashley Stoneburner

Marli Thomas

Norma & Jim Todd

Carrie Tritz

Audra Wilcoxson

Bill & Laura Wilson

Jane Winneman-Shaw

Al Zacher

Virginia Zimmerman
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TRIBUTES
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges the following friends who have recently contributed gifts in honor of loved 
ones. Memorials and honorariums are meaningful and deeply appreciated gifts.	

	 A gift from: 	 In memory of:
 	 Karen & Brian Hunter	 Janet Brinker
	

FORT WAYNE BALLET ENDOWMENT 

SPECIAL ENDOWMENTS
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges these special endowments.
Auer Academy of Fort Wayne Ballet
		  Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation
�
ENDOWMENT
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges and thanks the many contributors to its Endowment Fund, who generously 
invested in the future of Fort Wayne Ballet and our arts community. 

To learn more about specific naming opportunities or to discuss how you might make your own unique contribution to 
the future of Fort Wayne Ballet, please contact the Development Office at 260.484.9646, ext. 4.

LEAVE A LEGACY. DEFINE A FUTURE. YOUR FORT WAYNE BALLET Campaign:
Anonymous (1) 
Edward D. & Ione Auer Foundation
Robert & Jill Benninghoff
H. Bix & Anita Benson
Glenn & Janellyn Borden
Andy & Pam Brooks
Kevin Carretta
Howard & Elizabeth Chapman
Bliss Cook
Darwin Dahlgren
Robert & Susan Dorion
Anita Dunlavy
Katherine Gentz
Karen Gibbons-Brown &  
	 Jim Sparrow
Grabill Bank

Brian & Stephanie Hartman
William & Sara Hatlem
Connie & Mark Heflin
Hope Huber
Diane S. Humphrey
Mary K. Johnson
Dale Kelly
John Key
Dr. William Kunkel
Dr. David Tenley Lippie
Tina Litchin
Marie Elena Lyon
Jeanne & Mike Mirro
Win Moses
Robert Nicholson
Marita O'Neil-Maloley

Michael & Kathryn Parrot
Pat Russ
Ruth Russ Huneke
Carolyn Russ Robinson
Kathy Roudebush
Linda & Joseph Ruffolo
Larry Rowland
Ronald & Sylvia Scheeringa
Daniel & Wendy Serban
David & Nancy Stewart
Dr. Samuel & Jane Ann Thompson
Ann Wallace & Mark Troutman
William & Cecilia Weakley
Weigand Construction Co., Inc.
Thomas & Tamara Wheeler

BEQUESTS 
Fort Wayne Ballet gratefully acknowledges recent bequests from the following estates:
	 Richard Baker *
	 Maxine Durr * 
	 Sally Frazier *
* indicates deceased

KINETIC CONVERSATIONS |  PODCAST  WITH FORT WAYNE BALLET

Wanting more from your Fort Wayne Ballet? 
Get an inside look at the making of the performances you love. Join us online as 
we discuss the art and history of dance, and the ins and outs of this renowned 
and growing  professional ballet company!

FIND IT HERE:
fortwayneballet.org/kinetic-conversations
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KAREN GIBBONS-BROWN
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Karen Gibbons-Brown’s resume contains an impressive list of 
credentials. She began her early training in Columbia, South 
Carolina under Ann Brodie, Naomi Calvert and Adolphina 
Suarez-More. Her early training and performing included 
ballet as well as modern, jazz, tap and theater dance. She 
continued her studies at American Ballet Theatre with Maria 
Swoboda, Michael Lland, Patricia Wilde and Leon Danelian 
and studied on scholarship at David Howard School of Ballet. 

Her professional experiences also include South Carolina Chamber Dance Ensemble, Ballet 
Celeste, Bristol Ballet and the Theatre Ballet of San Francisco where she recreated Anna 
Pavlova’s roles The California Poppy and The Dragonfly. Other performing highlights include 
performances at the Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South Carolina, the title role in Cinderella, 
The Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, Swanhilda in Coppelia, Aurora in The Sleeping Beauty 
and “Spring Waters” pas de deux, an exciting display of partnering created by the great 
Russian choreographer Asaf Messerer. Ms. Gibbons-Brown considers herself fortunate to 
have had works created especially for her including solos, Pentimento by Jill Eathorne Barr 
and the role of Anna in Richard Monroe’s work, The Hussar. Throughout her career, she has 
made numerous guest appearances throughout the United States. 

Ms. Gibbons-Brown is known for her work in the classroom and enjoys teaching a variety 
of dance related subjects including ballet, pointe, repertoire, terminology, dance history, 
pedagogue and makeup and hair for stage as well as restaging major classical works. She has 
often been invited to teach guest classes and workshops including in Sicily, Italy, Fontenay 
le Fleury, France and the prestigious Joffrey San Antonio Workshop under the directorship 
of her mentor Jeremy Blanton. She received her certification in Labanotation while serving 
on the faculty of Virginia Intermont College under the direction of Constance Hardinge 
and served as Ballet Mistress for John McFall as he created his production of The Nutcracker 
for Atlanta Ballet. In 1985, Ms. Gibbons-Brown founded the Kingsport Guild of Ballet and 
became Artistic Director of the State of Franklin Dance Alliance at its inception in 1988. Other 
dance administrative duties include serving on the Tennessee Association Board of Directors 
in many capacities including as president and serving on the Performing Arts Panel for the 
Tennessee Arts Commission. She assumed directorship of Fort Wayne Ballet in August of 
1998. Other career highlights include Outstanding Dance Artist Award in 1997, serving as a 
juror for Concours International de Danse Classique in Paris, France in 2000, a 2002 graduate 
of Leadership Fort Wayne and being listed in Who’s Who in the 21st Century. In 2010, a new 
book authored by renowned choreographer Dean Speer, entitled On Technique, identifies 
Ms. Gibbons-Brown as among the world’s 18 most respected ballet masters, pedagogues 
and artistic directors. Karen is currently involved with the ABT training curriculum and has 
been certified though level 7. 

https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/karen-gibbons-brown/
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FORT WAYNE BALLET  
STAFF & FACULTY

Click an individual’s image to learn more at fortwayneballet.org/staff

ACADEMY INSTRUCTORS:
AMBER BAILEY   •   AVALOU BURNS   •   DAVID CLAYPOOLE   •   LINDSAY NAVARRE   •   MADDIE OPACINCH

JIM SPARROW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINA BRINKER
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

CHRISTINE JONES
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

CLARISSA REIS
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT 

OFFICER

LEAH WOLFE
COMPANY AND 

YOUTH COMPANY CO-DIRECTOR

RALEIGH SPARROW
ACADEMY REGISTRAR & 

YOUTH COMPANY CO-DIRECTOR

NAN POSSEMATO
COSTUME MISTRESS

DUNCAN SMITH
COSTUME ASSISTANT

TRACY TRITZ
BALLET MASTER; 

OUTREACH DIRECTOR

ELEONORA 
POKHITONOVA HARTUNG 
MASTER TEACHER;

CHARACTER ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR

KIM SAGAMI
RESIDENT MASTER TEACHER

NIKOLAY TODORINOV
MUSIC DIRECTOR

https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/jim-sparrow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/christina-brinker/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/christine-jones/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/jillian-schepis-lee/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/leah-wolfe/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/raleigh-sparrow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nan-possemato/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nikolay-todorinov/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/tracy-tritz/
https://fortwayneballet.org/faculty/eleonora-pokhitonova/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/kim-sagami/
https://fortwayneballet.org/staff/nikolay-todorinov/
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View each dancer’s profile online at fortwayneballet.org/dancers

AMBER BAILEY

AMANDA EVE 
CARRICK

DAVID CLAYPOOLE

COMPANY

ALAN BARRAGÁN 
CAMPOS

YU-CHIEH CHAO

Amber began dancing in Traverse City, Michigan and continued her training at the University of 
Oklahoma. She graduated in 2018 with a BFA in Dance and BA in Mathematics. Amber is entering 
her fourth season with Fort Wayne Ballet where she has had the opportunity to perform as Sugar 
Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, Helena in A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream, Lucy in Tracy Tritz’s Dracula 
and Christine in Darren McIntyre’s The Phantom of the Opera. Amber has also been featured in works 
by Gerald Arpino, Robert Joffrey and Edward Stierle. She’s performed abroad in Taizhou, China with 
Fort Wayne Ballet and in Barcelona, Spain with Centre de Dansa de Catalunya. Her choreography has 
been performed at both the University of Oklahoma and Fort Wayne Ballet. She’s a fully certified, 
ABT® Affiliate Instructor and enjoys sharing her passion with growing artists. Amber looks forward to 
another season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

Alan is from Cancun, Mexico. He began his training at Talulah Centro Integral de Danza and attended 
Point Park University’s International Summer Dance. He since has attended Escuela Superior de 
Música y Danza de Monterrey and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Classical Dance. At Escuela 
Superior de Música de Danza de Monterrey (ESMDM) he has performed feature roles in The 
Nutcracker, Giselle, La Bayadere and The Sleeping Beauty as well as original works by Diego Landín 
and Louis Stains. He was a guest artist with Quenedit Dance Theater several times. While at ESMDM, 
he participated in the Monterrey International Ballet Gala and Workshop, Concurso Internacional 
de Ballet La Superior and Youth America Grand Prix Mexico. Alan is excited to be joining Fort Wayne 
Ballet for his first season.

Amanda Eve is originally from Southfield, Michigan. She is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma 
– School of Dance (2016) with a Bachelors of Fine Arts and minor in Nonprofit Management. Amanda 
Eve danced with the Louisville Ballet for their 2016-2018 seasons, appearing in such performances as 
Balanchine’s Rubies and Stephen Baynes’ American premiere of Requiem. She first joined Fort Wayne 
Ballet for the 2018-2019 season as a corps member. Amanda Eve was so honored to have represented 
Fort Wayne Ballet on the tour to Taizhou, China with Sister Cities International (2018), and to have 
performed her first principal role in Fort Wayne Ballet’s production of Cinderella (2019). She has since 
performed roles such as “The Sugar Plum Fairy” and “Dew Drop” in The Nutcracker, and “Mina” in the 
premiere of Tracy Tritz’s Dracula (2020). This will be her fourth season performing with Fort Wayne 
Ballet.

Yu-Chieh Chao, of Pingtung, Taiwan, joined Fort Wayne Ballet in 2020. Chao began dancing at the age 
of 10 in his hometown and subsequently began training with the Taipei National University of Arts at 
the age of 15. One year later, he started training in Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School’s Pre-Professional 
Division and continued throughout high school. While Chao was a member of the PBT School he 
performed in Etudes, Graduation Ball, the Bluebird Pas de Deux and George Balanchine’s Western 
Symphony.  In 2018, he joined PBT as a company member and has performed in PBT productions of 
The Nutcracker, Jerome Robbins’ West Side Story Suite, as well as The Great Gatsby, Beauty and the Beast, 
Giselle and The Sleeping Beauty.

Originally from Richmond, Virginia, David Claypoole started dancing at the age of 9, training at The 
School of Richmond Ballet and attending summer programs with Joffrey Ballet New York, Gelsey 
Kirkland Academy of Classical Ballet, and Richmond Ballet. David earned his college degree in Dance 
and Performance through Virginia Commonwealth University dual program with The Richmond 
Ballet trainee program. He spent two years performing in Richmond Ballet’s second company dancing 
ballets such as Malcom Burn’s Romeo and Juliet and Swipe by Bal Canaperoli. David has danced 
numerous roles with Fort Wayne Ballet including Dracula in Fort Wayne Ballet’s original Dracula, 
Demetrius in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and leading roles in Pas de Deesses, Light Rain, Edward 
Stierle’s Empyrean Dances, and Cinderella. He has worked with guest choreographers including 
Cameron Basden, Jeremy Blanton, Kim Sagami, and Adam Sklute. David is excited to be performing in 
his sixth season.

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/amber-bailey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/amanda-carrick/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/david-claypoole/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/alan-campos/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/yu-chieh-chao/
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TATUM FARLOW

ZION HARRIS

JESSICA 
HUMPHREY

BABETTE HUNTER

IZUMI MASAKI

FORT WAYNE BALLET  
MEET THE DANCERS
View each dancer’s profile online at fortwayneballet.org/dancers

COMPANY
Originally from Memphis, Tennessee, Tatum trained at the Ballet Memphis School under Janet 
Parke. Tatum continued her training at Butler University, receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance 
Performance, and graduating cum laude with departmental honors. While at Butler, Tatum performed 
notable roles in The Nutcracker, Paquita, La Vivandiere, The Sleeping Beauty, and Paul Taylor’s Piazzolla 
Caldera. Tatum joined Fort Wayne Ballet in 2019, and since has enjoyed the opportunity to perform 
in Gerald Arpino’s Italian Suite, Edward Stierle’s Empyrean Dances, Tracy Tritz’s Finding Meaning, Weird 
Sister in Dracula, and the “Pas de Trois” from Swan Lake. Tatum is eager to be dancing with Fort Wayne 
Ballet for a third Season.

Zion is from Boston, Massachusetts, and began his dance training at the age of 4 at the Walnut Hill 
Dance Academy. He continued training at the Boston Ballet School when he turned 11 and the next 
year from was accepted into their Pre-Professional program where he spent seven years, including 
two as a trainee. In 2018 Zion joined Richmond Ballet’s second company under the direction of Stoner 
Winslett and Igor Antonov. While there he performed in Cinderella, Salvatore Aiello’s Senza Fretta, 
and Ron Cunningham’s Summerset, among others. In 2019 Zion joined First State Ballet Theatre in 
Wilmington, Delaware. During his time there he danced in Plotnikov’s Dracula, Carnival in Venice, 
and others. The next year he joined Fort Wayne Ballet and danced in Tracy Tritz’s Dracula, “Russian” in 
The Nutcracker, and Swan Lake’s “Pas de Trois”. Zion is looking forward to his second season with Fort 
Wayne Ballet.

Jessica began her ballet training in her hometown of Birmingham, Michigan. She then studied 
as a trainee at The Joffrey Ballet in Chicago and performed in Coppélia, Paquita, Swan Lake, and 
Gerald Arpino’s Viva Vivaldi. She performed with the company in Jerome Robbins’ Glass Pieces and 
Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments. Since joining Fort Wayne Ballet, Jessica has performed in a 
variety of works including Gerald Arpino’s Italian Suite, Tracy Tritz’s Adagio for Strings, Tarantella, Little 
Swans, as Snow Queen in The Nutcracker, and as Little Red in The Sleeping Beauty. Jessica is excited 
and grateful to start another season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

Originally from Springville, Iowa, Babette started dancing at age 3. After high school she joined 
BalletMet as a trainee, studying under Edwaard Liang and Timothy Lynch. She then joined Oklahoma 
City Ballet as a trainee, performing in Robert Mills’ Sleeping Beauty. In 2017, Babette joined Fort 
Wayne Ballet and has performed roles such as the Stepmother in Cinderella, works from Gerald Arpino 
including Light Rain and Italian Suites, Dew Drop from The Nutcracker, Little Swans from Swan Lake, 
and several pieces from Tracy Tritz including Bolero and the Weird Sisters in Dracula. Babette is looking 
forward to her fifth season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

Izumi was born in Yamanashi, Japan, and started ballet at Miwa’s Ballet school. She later studied on 
full scholarship at ABS (Austrian Ballet School). Izumi received First Place Award at the 41st Saitama 
Prefecture Dance Association National Contest in 2008. Concurrent with her graduation from the 
Austrian Ballet School, Izumi was promoted to ABC Tokyo Ballet Company as a Soloist Dancer in 2013. 
Izumi also danced with Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida before joining Fort Wayne Ballet.

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/tatum-farlow/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/zion-harris/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/jessica-humphrey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/babette-lam/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/izumi-masaki/
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SAKI MORIMOTO

LINDSAY 
NAVARRE

THOMAS CALEB 
ROBERTS

TALBOT RUE

KEISUKE 
NISHIKAWA
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Saki grew up in Osaka, Japan, where she studied ballet at Yamamoto Sanae Ballet School.  At 
15, she moved to the United States, where she trained at the Academy of Ballet NJ under the 
direction of David Gallagher. She continued her training at UNCSA under the direction of Susan 
Jaffe and graduated with a BFA in Dance. Since joining Fort Wayne Ballet, Saki’s danced featured 
roles including Confetti by Gerald Arpino, Empyrean Dances by Edward Stierle and Pas de Deesses 
by Robert Joffrey. Her classical repertoire includes Coppelia (Swanhilda), Cinderella (Cinderella), 
and Swan Lake (Black Swan). She had the opportunity to tour to Taizhou, China (2018), and to Erie, 
Pennsylvania as Sugar Plum (2019). As a choreographer, she’s created original works for Fort Wayne 
Ballet, including Main Stage production, Diversions 2020. Saki has been recognized by the American 
Guild of Musical Artists (AGMA) as an Artist of Extraordinary Ability.

Keisuke was born in Hyogo, Japan. He began his training at the Seiko Kuramoto Ballet School. In 
2013, Keisuke received First Place Award at the Osaka Prix Competition and a scholarship from the 
Vaganova Ballet Academy. Keisuke studied at Vaganova Ballet Academy for two years. In 2015, he was 
awarded with a First Place at the Japan Grand Prix. Keisuke danced with the Gelsey Kirkland Ballet 
Company and Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida before joining Fort Wayne Ballet.

Lindsay grew up in Monroe, Michigan, where she progressed through the Cecchetti method. 
Under the direction of Timothy Lynch, she danced as a trainee at BalletMet and performed works 
alongside the professional company for the 2013-2014 season. After joining Louisville Ballet in 
2014, she performed in many productions including Balanchine’s Western Symphony, Concerto 
Barocco, Val Caniparoli’s The Nutcracker and Adam Hougland’s Petrouchka. In her three seasons with 
Fort Wayne Ballet, Lindsay’s repertoire includes Gerald Arpino’s Light Rain and Italian Suite, Edward 
Stierle’s Empyrean Dances and Swan Lake’s “Pas de Trois”. She was also featured as Christine in Darren 
McIntyre’s Phantom of the Opera and Winter Fairy in Fort Wayne Ballet’s Cinderella. She is an ABT® 
Certified Instructor and holds the Cecchetti Grade I teaching certification. Lindsay is excited to be 
joining Fort Wayne Ballet for a fourth season.

From Fort Wayne, Indiana, Talbot started dancing at the age of nine with a local dance school. He 
then studied in the Auer Academy of Fort Wayne Ballet for seven years. His training at summer 
intensives includes Fort Wayne Ballet, Next Generation Ballet, Chautauqua Ballet Program, 
Richmond Ballet, and Nashville Ballet. After serving as a trainee at Richmond Ballet, he was a 
company dancer at First State Ballet Theater in Delaware. He then moved to Nashville Ballet to 
dance with their Second Company. He is excited to be back for his third season at Fort Wayne Ballet.

Thomas began his pre-professional dance training at the Center for Dance Education under the 
direction of Mimi Worrell. He graduated from the South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts 
under the tutelage of Stanislav Issaev and attended North Carolina School for the Arts, studying 
with Ethan Stiefel. Thomas has attended summer programs with ABT, Boston Ballet, South Carolina 
Summer Dance Conservatory, and North Carolina School of the Arts, to name a few. His professional 
career began with Boston Ballet as a trainee, continued with Cincinnati Ballet as a corps de ballet 
member and later with Columbia City Ballet as a demi-soloist. He’s been a frequent guest artist with 
various regional companies including Carolina Ballet. Thomas joined Fort Wayne Ballet last season 
and has enjoyed performing in pas de deux’s of Black Swan, Don Quixote, The Sleeping Beauty, and 
Spartacus. Thomas looks forward to his second season with the company.

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sarah-morgan/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/lindsay-navarre/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/thomas-caleb-roberts/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/talbot-rue/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/keisuke-nishikawa/
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CARMIE SCHIANO 
NELSON

GRAEHAM 
TOOMEY

LEAH WOLFE

ABBY ZINSSER
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Carmie began her early dance training in New York City. At age 12, she was accepted to Kirov Academy 
of Ballet in Washington, D.C. and attended the year-round boarding school. After graduating high 
school early, Carmie continued her training with Boston Ballet and has attended summer programs at 
ABT, Ballet Austin, Boston Ballet, Nashville Ballet, among others, all on scholarship. Carmie has danced 
professionally with Festival Ballet Providence, Richmond Ballet, American Contemporary Ballet as a 
soloist, and with Columbia City Ballet for 10 seasons. During her tenure with Columbia City Ballet, 
Carmie performed numerous notable roles in both classical and contemporary works, receiving a 
promotion to demi-soloist just prior to leaving. After joining Fort Wayne Ballet this past season, her 
most memorable performance opportunity has been performing the Spartacus “Pas de Deux”. Carmie 
looks forward to her second season at Fort Wayne Ballet and continuing to explore the city.

Graeham is from Elmhurst, Illinois, where he began training at a small studio in his home town. He 
attended Butler University, receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance Performance. At Butler, Graeham 
performed in various soloist or feature roles of The Nutcracker, Cinderella, La Viviandere, La Bayadere, The 
Sleeping Beauty, and Rothbart in Swan Lake. As a guest artist with USA Ballet, Graeham performed the 
Nutcracker Prince in The Nutcracker. Along with his work in Ballet he was been part of original pieces 
by Susan McGuire and Derek Reid, as well as working with Patrick de Baña on his work Falling Sky. 
Graeham is excited to return to Fort Wayne Ballet for his second season with the company.

Born in Florham Park, New Jersey, Leah began her dance training at the New Jersey School of Ballet 
before going on to study at the Gelsey Kirkland Academy and the French Academie of Ballet. In 2019, 
she graduated from Butler University with honors with a BFA in dance performance and a secondary 
major in economics. Leah is an ABT® Certified Teacher and has completed the ABT® Teacher Training 
Intensive in Pre-Primary through Level 3. This year, she is very excited for her third season with Fort 
Wayne Ballet, as well as her second season teaching for Fort Wayne Ballet’s Auer Academy and serving 
as Co-Director of the Auer Academy’s Youth Company!

Abby began training at the School of Richmond Ballet in 2006, working with Stoner Winslett, Judy 
Jacob, and Malcolm Burn. After graduating from high school in 2016 she was accepted into Nashville 
Ballet’s Trainee program. There she had the opportunity to work with Paul Vasterling, Nick Mullikin, 
and Kathryn Crews Linsley, and performed in such works as La Bayadère, Swan Lake, Paquita, and The 
Nutcracker, along with original contemporary works. Abby joined Fort Wayne Ballet in 2019 as a corps 
de ballet member. She’s performed in Eddie Stierle’s Empyrean Dances, the Bluebird Pas de Deux from 
The Sleeping Beauty, Spring Waters, and Clara in Fort Wayne Ballet’s The Nutcracker. Abby is very excited 
to start her third season with Fort Wayne Ballet – first as a company member!

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/carmie-schiano-nelson/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/graeham-toomey/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/leah-wolfe/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/abby-zinsser/
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RACHEL ARON

SAMANTHA BERRY

KATIE BROWN

AVALOU BURNS

KATHERINE CACKOVIC

Rachel trained at Dancer’s Studio/Backstage in Atlanta, Georgia under Jonnie Kelley and Victoria 
Leigh. She then attended Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s full time high school and Graduate program, 
and joined Nashville Ballet as a trainee. Rachel has danced professionally with Columbia Classical 
Ballet and Lexington Ballet, where she performed principal and soloist roles like Sugar Plum Fairy 
and Bread Crumb Fairy. During her three seasons with Fort Wayne Ballet, she’s enjoyed performing 
Marzipan in The Nutcracker, and working with her fellow company members in pieces from the 
Progressions series. She looks forward to performing in and celebrating Fort Wayne Ballet’s 65th 
season!

Samantha is from Rochester Hills, Michigan and began dancing at age three. She trained with 
Cornelia Sampson and Samantha Shelton at Rochester School of Dance. Samantha then joined 
A&A Ballet in Chicago under the direction of Alexei Kremnev and Anna Reznik. She later danced 
as a trainee with Charlotte Ballet. She has attended summer programs at School of American 
Ballet, Miami City Ballet, and Joffrey Ballet. After joining corps de ballet last season, she performed 
as a Wolf in Dracula as well as Spanish and Marzipan in the televised Nutcracker Sweets. She is so 
excited to start her second season!

Katie trained at School of Grand Rapids Ballet in the Professional Trainee program and performed 
with the company in many productions. She has danced professionally with Grand Rapids 
Ballet and Deos Contemporary Ballet. She has attended numerous summer intensives at Grand 
Rapids Ballet, Milwaukee Ballet, BalletMet, and Cincinnati Ballet. With Fort Wayne Ballet she has 
performed Carlotta in Phantom Of The Opera, Stepsister in Cinderella, in Gerald Arpino’s Light Rain 
and Italian Suite, and Marzipan, Demi Flower, and Snow Crystal in The Nutcracker.

Raised in Dayton, Ohio, Avalou trained at Pontecorvo Ballet Studios dancing with the attached 
pre-professional company, Gem City Ballet. In December 2019, Ava graduated with her BFA 
summa cum laude majoring in Ballet from the University of Cincinnati’s College - Conservatory of 
Music, under Qi Jiang and Deirdre Carberry. During her final two years at CCM, Ava was accepted 
into BalletMet’s trainee program, where she worked under the direction of Edwaard Liang and 
Maria Torija. She has enjoyed performing in Liang’s Don Quixote, Balanchine’s Serenade, and Tracy 
Tritz’s Dracula. She is excited for her second season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

Raised in Wheaton, Illinois, Katherine received her formal training at Salt Creek Ballet 
under Sergey Kozadayev and Zhanna Dubrovskaya. She graduated from Butler 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Dance – Arts Administration, graduating cum 
laude with high departmental distinctions. While at Butler, Katherine performed soloist, 
demi-soloist, and corps roles in The Nutcracker, Coppélia, and The Sleeping
Beauty, as well as soloist roles in contemporary works by Derek Reid and Susan 
McGuire. Katherine is excited to start her first season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

CLARA DELANEY

Born in Abilene, Texas, Clara began her ballet training in Fort Worth at the age of four. 
She joined Texas Ballet Theater School in 2009 where she was fortunate to be a part of 
Ben Stevenson’s The Nutcracker for several years. She’s also attended numerous summer 
intensive programs including, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Colorado Ballet, and American 
Ballet Theatre in NYC. In 2019, Clara joined Texas Ballet Theater’s Studio Training 
Company under the direction of Kathy Warakomski-Li. Clara is excited to be joining Fort 
Wayne Ballet for her first season.

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/rachel-aron/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/samantha-berry/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/katie-brown/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/avalou-burns/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/katherine-cackovic/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/clara-delaney/
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SANDRA 
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Born in Louisville, Kentucky, Maddie began her ballet training at age 3 after moving to Indiana. She 
has grown up in Fort Wayne Ballet’s Auer Academy under the direction of Karen Gibbons-Brown, 
Eleanora Pokhitonova-Hartung, and Tracy Tritz. She’s attended many summer programs including 
American Ballet Theatre NYC, Ballet West, and Kaatsbaan Extreme Ballet. After graduating high school, 
Maddie joined the Studio Company at Texas Ballet Theater. Since then, Maddie’s enjoyed dancing 
in numerous Fort Wayne Ballet productions such as The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, and Gerald Arpino’s 
Birthday Variations, and is thrilled to be back for her second season with the company.

Raised in Columbus, Ohio, Brittany began her training at the Columbus City Ballet School and
Conservatory. At 17, she joined the Washington School of Ballet where she trained with Xiomara 
Reyes and Rinat Imaev. In 2019 Brittany was promoted into the Trainee program under the direction 
of Julie Kent. There she performed multiple ballets with the professional company including The 
Nutcracker and The Sleeping Beauty. Brittany then spent one season in the trainee division of the 
second company with Kansas City Ballet headed by Christopher Ruud and Devon Carney. Brittany is 
excited for her first season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

Sandra started ballet at age 10 at Destiny Dance Institute in Wake Forest, North Carolina. There she also 
trained in contemporary, jazz, hip hop, and tap. After graduating high school she went on to further 
her ballet training at The Nutmeg Ballet Conservatory, Milwaukee Ballet, and Nashville Ballet. Some 
of her favorite roles she has performed include 4 Little Swans with The Nutmeg Ballet Conservatory,
Balanchine’s Serenade with Milwaukee Ballet 2, and Sugar Court in Nashville Ballet’s The Nutcracker.
Sandra is so excited to be joining Fort Wayne Ballet this season.

Sadie is from Macon, Georgia, where she began dancing at age three. At age thirteen, she began 
training at the International City School of Ballet in Atlanta, Georgia under the instruction of Georné 
Aucoin and Musashi Alvarez. She completed her Bachelor’s of Fine Arts at the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts under instruction of faculty including Laura Martin, Angelina Sansone, 
Jennet Zerbe, Eva Draw, and Jared Redick. She enjoyed performing various roles in Paquita, Raymonda, 
The Sleeping Beauty, George Balanchine’s Concerto Barocco, and Ethan Stiefel’s The Nutcracker. Sadie’s 
excited for her first season with Fort Wayne Ballet.

Cailin Kluttz is originally from North Carolina, where she trained at the University of North
Carolina School of the Arts under teachers such as Susan Jaffe, Jared Redick, Mikhail
Tchoupakov, Jennet Zerbe, and Laura Martin, and graduated with a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts with
a concentration in Dance in 2018. Since joining Fort Wayne Ballet in 2018, she’s been fortunate
to dance roles such as Snow Crystal, Flower, and Spanish in The Nutcracker, as well as
dancing in ballets such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Cinderella, and The Phantom of the
Opera.

Originally from Pittsburgh, Olivia’s early training took place at Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School. At 
fifteen she began to attend Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet. There she had the opportunity to 
train with Marcia Dale Weary, Darla Hoover and Nicholas Ade. Olivia spent her summers training at 
a number of summer intensives including Gelsey Kirkland Academy of Classical Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet 
Academy, Milwaukee Ballet and BalletMet. For the past two seasons Olivia has been a trainee with 
the Fort Wayne Ballet. Olivia’s thrilled to be staying in Fort Wayne for her first season as a member of 
the Corps de Ballet.

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/cailin-kluttz/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/olivia-ley/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/maddie-opacinch/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/brittany-focht/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sandra-imbriaco/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/sadie-jones/
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GRACE SAULS

ASHLEIGH SEWELL

ABIGAYLE REIBER

VICTORIA 
STOCKER

PAYTON WILSON

Ashleigh was born in Kentucky and began dancing at Dance Arts of Bowling Green under Clifton 
Keefer Brown and Ashleigh Keefer. At 14, she began additional training at Western Kentucky 
University. As a high school senior, Ashleigh joined the Trainee Program at Nashville Ballet. After 
one season, she was promoted to the Second Company where she danced from 2017-2020, 
performing in both classical and contemporary roles. Ashleigh joined Fort Wayne Ballet for the 
2020-2021 season and her most memorable experience was performing Pas de Trois from Swan 
Lake. Ashleigh is grateful to be returning for a second season.

Grace received her developmental training under Lynette Mason-Gregg of the Royal Academy of 
Fine Arts in Houston. She was a soloist with Juxtapose Arts Collective where she debuted as an 
emerging choreographer and performed her favorite role to date, Myrtha in Giselle. She’s shared 
the stage with renowned ballerina Misty Copeland in Open World Dance Foundation’s Cinderella at 
Houston Hobby Center and performed in New York with Gelsey Kirkland Ballet’s The Nutcracker. She 
completed her latest training through Misha Bart with The National Theatre of Belgrade in Europe. 
Grace is excited to be dancing with Fort Wayne Ballet for her second season.

Abigayle began her training in Lincoln, Nebraska. After graduating high school, she began dancing at 
The University of Oklahoma and received her BFA in Ballet Performance in 2021. There, she performed 
in notable works such as, Willam Christensen’s The Nutcracker and Gerald Arpino’s Reflections. She also 
had the opportunity to perform at the International Dance Encounter in Cancún, Mexico, in works 
by Michael Bearden and Boyko Dossev. She is very excited to begin her first season with Fort Wayne 
Ballet!

Victoria is originally from Spring Grove, Illinois, where she began her training under the direction of
Alyce Keaggy-Brinkmann. In 2015, Victoria continued her professional training with Ballet Austin 
under the direction of Michelle Martin and Bill Piner. In 2016, Victoria joined Lexington Ballet 
Company under the direction of Luis Dominguez, where she enjoyed performing roles such as Lilac 
Fairy in The Sleeping Beauty, Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, and leading soloist in Tim Harbour’s 
Models, a collaboration with Louisville Ballet. Victoria is looking forward to joining Fort Wayne Ballet 
this season. 

Raised in Fort Wayne, Payton started dancing at the age of four. She grew up through Fort Wayne
Ballet’s Auer Academy training under the direction of Karen Gibbons-Brown, Eleonora Pokhitonova-
Hartung, and Tracy Tritz. She has attended Kaatsbaan Extreme Ballet summer program. Payton has 
loved getting to perform in ballets such as The Nutcracker, Swan Lake, and Cinderella. She’s excited 
to begin her first season with the company.

CORPS DE BALLET

FORT WAYNE BALLET  
MEET THE DANCERS
View each dancer’s profile online at fortwayneballet.org/dancers

https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/grace-sauls/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/ashleigh-sewell/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/abigayle-reiber/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/victoria-stocker/
https://fortwayneballet.org/dancers/payton-wilson/
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TRAINEES	 Top Row: 	 Isabel Carrillo, Christyna Schuppe, Victoria Angle, Caraline Schuppe
	 Bottom Row: �	 Rudolph Davis, Rosemary Aarons, May Kawashima, Teagan Bentley, 
		  Erin Ekin, Gracie Carpenter, Anna Hess
	 Not Pictured: 	 Abby Storer

PRE-PROFESSIONALS
Top Row: 

Allen Sizemore, Stella Falconer, 
Gigi McDowell, Grace Gephart, 
Tekhylon Armour

Bottom Row: 
Fiona Tippmann, Olivia Myers, 
Katherine Grable, Alexis Andrews

YOUTH COMPANY
Top Row: 

Ella Emrick, Olivia Johnson,  
Tabitha Wolf, Yevva Ireland,  
Rocco O’Reilly, Zane Faulstich

Middle Row: 
Rhiana Pelance, Emori Lawson,  
Leah Thomas, Harper Kurzen,  
Alexa Bremer, Sophia Whetstone,  
Ellis Baron

Bottom Row: 
Nayomie Marret, Bianca Parra,  
Elyn Lawson, Jillian Knowles,  
Katherine Potter, Lauren Thomas
Not Pictured: Isabel Hoffer
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I N T R O D U C I N G

10 - 12 FEBRUARY   |   7 PM each evening
PARKVIEW PHYSICIANS GROUP ARTSLAB

A visual telling of tales from the heart of loves won and lost. An absolute must-see 
performance by your Fort Wayne Ballet and the perfect date with the ones you love.

SEATS STARTING AT $35
TABLES FOR TWO:  Private, stage-side seating with  

complimentary wine, roses, and specialty chocolates
$150 per couple; Limited tables available.

Welcoming you back LIVE in SEASON 65!
YOUR FORT WAYNE BALLET will help you welcome the bright freshness of Spring with more 
LIVE and relevant performances that champions the beauty and resiliency of the arts. 
Every dance tells a story.  Come, join us — and listen with your eyes!

TICKETS:  
ARTSTIX.ORG
260.422.4226

fortwayneballet.org

SPONSORED IN PART BY

JEFF CRANE

11 - 12 MARCH   |   7 PM each evening
ARTS UNITED CENTER

Join us for this spectacular weekend of celebrating Fort Wayne Ballet’s 65th Season!

This debut of our Sapphire Soirée & Celebration Series will be a night  
to remember as we honor our past and leap forward into our future.

TICKET INFORMATION TO-COME.

22 - 24 APRIL   |   2 PM and 7:30 PM* 
ARTS UNITED CENTER

Deep in a century-long slumber, a beautiful princess and her  
kingdom await the power of true love’s kiss. This iconic performance, 

set to Tchaikovsky’s glorious score performed by the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic, will sweep you off your feet. A must-see for 

first-time ballet goers and long-time lovers of the arts!
* Check the ArtsTix.org Box Office for performance dates and times.

TICKETS STARTING AT $35.

14 MAY   |   7:30 PM* 
EMBASSY THEATRE

Fort Wayne Ballet and the Fort Wayne Philharmonic present this 
enchanting, enduring story of two star-crossed lovers caught in the 
time and the tide of family pride and intolerance. One evening only!

TICKETS:  ArtsTix.org  |  fwphil.org  |  fortwayneballet.org

FORT WAYNE PHILHARMONIC MASTERWORKS SERIES SPONSOR 
PAUL YERGENS & VIRGINIA YERGENS ROGERS FOUNDATION

16 - 22 MAY
IN COMMUNITIES OF NORTHEAST INDIANA

— and —

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for MORE 
AMAZING PERFORMANCES!
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Give the Gift of Dance 
to the aspiring young dancers in your world!

THE AUER ACADEMY of FORT WAYNE BALLET 

is pleased to offer Ballet Bundles for young children interested in exploring the 

world of dance. It’s the perfect gift for the holidays or birthday or “just because”!

By design, these introductory classes allow girls and boys to become 

acquainted and comfortable with the dance studios, their teachers, and the 

rudiments of early dance training. Students participate in 12- weeks of class* in 

our professional studios and with our professional dance instructors. 

Each Ballet Bundle includes the classes and is complete with a new dance 

leotard, skirt and bun tutu (for girls), and shoes. 

Contact Fort Wayne Ballet’s Registrar for information:  260.484.9646

or send an email request to registrar@fortwayneballet.org
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fresh breads, baked goods & gourmet deli

T: 260.247.7220   •   Fax Orders: 260.247.7219   •   pembrokebakeryandcafe.wordpress.com
Located in the Auer Center for Arts & Culture at 300 E Main Street, downtown Fort Wayne

Stop in & see for yourself!  M - F:  8 AM to 5:30 PM & Sat:   8 AM to 2 PM
5867 Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46815   •   Toll Free: 800-348-1015   •   260-483-2956

youngsgreenhouse.com

Established in 1873 & still 
family owned & operated! 
The area’s oldest (and most 
charming) full service florist, 
greenhouse & garden shop! 

Nov. 12–20, 2021

The 
Laramie
Project
By Moisés Kaufman and the members of Tectonic Theater Project

Directed by John O’Connell

UNIVERSITY BOX OFFICE
260-481-6555

PFW.EDU/TICKETS

The residents of Laramie, Wyoming,
speak out about the brutal murder of
gay college student matthew shepard

https://pembrokebakeryandcafe.com/about/
https://www.youngsgreenhouse.com/
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2/client.asp?ClientID=1313#.YVzO86ApDUI


TEXT FWB2022 to
243725

DONATE ONLINE at
fortwayneballet.org

PLEDGE or DONATE via
Card, Cash, or Check

DONATE or PLEDGE TODAY via Text or Online: 

Your generosity 
opens the door to 
the world of dance 
for our community 
and region. Give 
a gift to support 
professional ballet 
and to continue 
growing the 
performing arts 
in our city.

BE A PART OF THE ART –
SUPPORT THE BALLET! 

https://fortwayneballet.org/support/donate/

